The season of Christmas is a time to relax and re ect or

the cherished things in our lives, like the gift of our
% @ ¢ 6%,@{,7% family and the gift of friends. While it is a time to count
our blessings, it is also a time to remember the many

people who are not as fortunate as we are, and that will
The Season of Advent and Christmas are very special times Struggle to have a joyous Christmas.
for all of the students, sta and families of our Catholic school
communities.In each of our schools, we look forward with ~ Please pray for those who may experience loneliness, fi
great anticipation to this holy time. We celebrate the mystery those who are in great need, for those who feel helpless
of the Nativity, the birth of Jesus and the wondrous promise for those without peace or for those who have
that his birth brings. We are so blessed to be able to share €Xperienced great loss. A simple act of kindness makes

Christ's messages of peace, hope and goodwill. such a di erence. Our sta teaches our students the
signi cance that acts of kindness have on others,
In his message to the world, Pope Benedict’s Christmas especially at this time of year.

message invites us to celebrate Christmas: _
Pope Benedict also says:
W ith the shepherds let us enter th

€ : .
stable of Bethlehem beneath the Ioviﬁd% ay [Christ's] love guide every people on earth and
gaze of Mary, the silent witness of his Strengthen their common consciousness of being a “fan

miraculous birth. May she help us to called to foster relationships of trust and mutual support
experience the happiness of Christmasunited humanity will be able to confront the many
may she teach us how to troubling problems of the present time: from the menace
treasure in our hearts the terrorism to the humiliating poverty in which millions of
mystery of God who for our human beings live, from the proliferation of weapons to
sake became man; and maandemics and the environmental destruction which
she help us to bear witndéieatens the future of our planet.”

in our world to his ) . .
truth, his love and his | pray that you will truly experience great happiness and

peace” ful llment during this blessed holiday season.

Yours in faith,

Brian Beal
Director of Education



